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elections Have consequences



We don’t 
have to 
have more 
Fergusons
The steps out of 
poverty are not 
rocket science. Yet 
people need to be 
free to take them.

On August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King delivered his 
famous “I Have a Dream” speech on the Mall in Washington, 
DC. One year later, a half century ago, the Civil Rights Act 
was signed into law.

A half-century is a long time. Yet, as events in Ferguson, 
Missouri attest to, race remains a problem in America.

Why?
Change has swept our nation over these years. Technologies 

abound that no one would have dreamed of. And millions 
of black Americans have moved into the ranks of the upper 
middle class, the rich, and the super rich.

Yet, despite this, racial ghettos which harbor, even nurture, 
poverty and crime persist, generation after generation.

The tragedy of Michael Brown is too common a story. As the 
human spirit of black youth is suffocated under these horrible 
circumstances, frustrations boil over and wind up in violent 
encounters, often with the police, and a young black man 
winds up pointlessly dead.

Wealthy black liberals —like billionaire Oprah Winfrey—
despite being living proof that the America dream works, who 
build businesses fueled by American capitalism—invariably 
join the ongoing chorus of the same, failed explanations of 
why these impoverished communities persist generations after 
the Civil Rights Act became law.

If you are a committed Christian, you can live consistently with your beliefs by sharing medical needs 
directly with fellow believers through Samaritan Ministries’ non-insurance approach. You do not have to 
violate your faith by purchasing health insurance that pays for abortions, abortifacient drugs, and other 
unbiblical practices. Health care sharing satisfies the individual mandate in the recent Federal health care 
law (26 United States Code, Section 5000A, (d), (2), (B)).

Every month the more than 33,000 households* of Samaritan Ministries (over 110,000 persons*) share more 
than $8 million* in medical needs directly—one household to another. They also pray for one another 
and send notes of encouragement. The monthly share for a family of any size has never exceeded $370*.

For more information call us toll-free at 1-888-268-4377, or visit us online at: 
www.samaritanministries.org.
Follow us on Twitter (@samaritanmin) and Facebook (SamaritanMinistries).
* As of April 2014

www.samaritanministries.org

Biblical faith
    applied to health care

There’s still
health care for people 

of Biblical faith!
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Our national debate on 
immigration policy centers on a 
paradox. We must become aware of 
it and deal with it.

The United States needs an 
immigration policy because a lot of 
people want to come here. If that 
weren’t the case, we wouldn’t need 
an immigration policy.

Why do they want to come? For 
freedom. And because there is 
freedom, there is opportunity.

The immigration issue is now 
a political football because of 
the political baggage it carries. 
Both parties want the votes of the 
Hispanic population, the most 
rapidly growing demographic in 
the country. And this is the same 

population most sensitive to the 
immigration issue because most of 
the illegals within our borders are 
from Latin American countries.

And here lies the paradox. The 
purported strategies for “winning” 
Hispanic votes are not about 
engaging this population on 
preserving American freedom and 
opportunity, which is what makes 
the United States so attractive 
to those who want to come. The 
strategies are about how to pander 
to this population to win its votes.

Realclearpolitics.com has just run 
a five day series of articles on the 
theme “Hispanic Voters: Trends and 
Opportunities.”

One of the articles, under the 
headline “To Reach Latinos, GOP 
Must Alter Its Message, Tone,” offers 
Republicans free advice on what 
they must do to get the votes of the 
increasingly powerful Hispanic 
demographic.

If Republicans are going 
to continue to “howl at the 
moon about the evils of “big 
government”,” this column advises, 
they can kiss these Latino folks 
goodbye.

“In poll after poll, majorities 
of Latinos embrace the view that 
government has a positive role 
in creating more opportunities 
for citizens who were not born to 
privilege.”

Republicans shouldn’t 
pandeR to hispanic VoteRs 

Liberal black media serves up 
the same monotone left wing 
propaganda, the same explanations 
for failure years after the Civil 
Rights Act, despite having produced 
billionaire BET founder Robert 
Johnson.

What do these successful, wealthy 
black entrepreneurs know that they 
are not sharing with their own?

I broke out of it years ago, after 
seeing what the debilitating culture 
of the welfare state was doing to me 
and those around me.

I started CURE in the hope that 
we could start providing research 
and information, forums for 
discussion, to generate light on how 
misguided government policies 
keep the poor poor rather than 
leading them out of the morass.

And how these policies 
undermine the very institutions of 
tradition —like conjugal marriage 
and family—that do provide the 
framework that nourish human 
growth and potential. The cycle of 
events is too tragically clear.

Tragedies, like what we are now 

witnessing in Ferguson, bring 
national attention to the ongoing, 
self-perpetuating realities of poverty 
and crime in these ghettos, and 
the liberals turn the discussion 
immediately to race rather than 
policies.

They get their 15 minutes of fame 
and media and then everything 
goes back to business as usual, with 
no change, until we repeat with the 
next incident.

When black conservatives, like 
me, speak out, the attacks, always 
personal, never about substance, 
begin.

From Bill Cosby to Dr. Ben 
Carson and now to House Budget 
Committee chairman Paul Ryan, 
those who try to shine light, who 
try to think and analyze and get to 
bottom of what is wrong and fix it, 
are attacked.

Worse, liberal ideas inevitably are 
about government money. But the 
American taxpayer is tapped out. 
We are running out of money for 
everything, and certainly for failed 
ideas.

The steps out of poverty are not 
rocket science. Yet people need to be 
free to take them.

It is insulting that liberals pretend 
to care about the poor yet fight 
any acknowledgment of what has 
failed and block efforts to move 
forward with what can succeed. 
Despite mountains of data showing 
the fruitlessness of secularism and 
government dependency, the liberal 
black establishment fights to hold 
these communities hostage to these 
destructive forces.

Promising ideas abound on how 
to redirect government policies that 
can empower rather than debilitate 
personal freedom and the human 
spirit, school choice, personal 
retirement accounts, vouchers to 
acquire private health insurance 
and housing.

Maybe this time, when the liberal 
demagogues leave Ferguson to move 
on to the next “race” crisis, black 
frustration will lead to a readiness 
to hear some hard but freeing 
truths.

(continued on page 9)

“ What do these 

successful, wealthy 

black entrepreneurs 

know that they are  

not sharing with  

their own?”

Republicans should resist temptation to pander, and instead point Hispanics in 
the direction of freedom and opportunity, what got them here in the first place.
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Ronald Reagan
excerpts from remarks at the annual convention of the  

national association of evangelicals in orlando, Florida, march 8, 1983 

When Ronald Reagan became president in 1981, he was convinced that the existing détente with the 
Soviet Union was misguided. During the first years of his presidency, he acted much more aggressively and 
confrontationally with the USSR than had Presidents Nixon or Carter for the majority of their terms. The 
following excerpts are from a speech which was not intended to be a major political statement, but it is 
remembered as the famous “Evil Empire Speech” for the first recorded use of the expression in regard to the 
Soviet Union. President Reagan’s reminder that there exists true evil in the world, and that Christians must do 
their part to combat it, is as timely today as it was over 30 years ago.

So, I tell you there are a great many God-fearing, 
dedicated, noble men and women in public life, 
present company included. And, yes, we need your 
help to keep us ever mindful of the ideas and the 
principles that brought us into the public arena in the 
first place. The basis of those ideals and principles is 
a commitment to freedom and personal liberty that, 
itself, is grounded in the much deeper realization that 
freedom prospers only where the blessings of God are 
avidly sought and humbly accepted.

The American experiment in democracy rests on this 
insight. Its discovery was the great triumph of our 
Founding Fathers, voiced by William Penn when he 
said: “If we will not be governed by God, we must 
be governed by tyrants.” Explaining the inalienable 
rights of men, Jefferson said, “The God who gave 
us life, gave us liberty at the same time.” And it was 
George Washington who said “of all the dispositions 
and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion 
and morality are indispensable supports.”

And finally, that shrewdest of all observers of 
American democracy, Alexis de Tocqueville, put 
it eloquently after he had gone on a search for the 
secret of America’s greatness and genius—and he 
said: “Not until I went into the churches of America 
and heard her pulpits aflame with righteousness 
did I understand the greatness and the genius of 
America... America is good. And if America ever 
ceases to be good, America will cease to be great.”

A number of years ago, I heard a young father, a very 
prominent young man in the entertainment world, 
addressing a tremendous gathering in California. It 
was during the time of the cold war, and communism 
and our own way of life were very much on people’s 
minds. And he was speaking to that subject. And 
suddenly, though, I heard him saying, “I love my 
little girls more than anything——” And I said to 
myself, “Oh, no, don’t. You can’t—don’t say that.” 
But I had underestimated him. He went on: “I would 

rather see my little girls die now, still believing in 
God, than have them grow up under communism 
and one day die no longer believing in God.”

There were thousands of young people in that 
audience. They came to their feet with shouts of joy. 
They had instantly recognized the profound truth 
in what he had said, with regard to the physical and 
the soul and what was truly important.

Yes, let us pray for the salvation of all of those who 
live in that totalitarian darkness—pray they will 
discover the joy of knowing God. But until they do, 
let us be aware that while they preach the supremacy 
of the state, declare its omnipotence over individual 
man, and predict its eventual domination of all 
peoples on the Earth, they are the focus of evil in 
the modern world.
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north carolina, 
Louisiana, and 
arkansas are red 
states with vulnerable 
Democrat senators up 
for reelection and large 
black populations.

(continued from page 5)

America was built by hundreds 
of millions of immigrants coming 
here to be free. Yet we are now told 
that this latest group of immigrants, 
Hispanics, must be offered more 
government, less freedom.

True, Barack Obama succeeded 
with Hispanic voters where John 
McCain and Mitt Romney did not.

But it is also true that over the last 
6 years government and national 
debt has exploded and our economic 
growth is now larded and stunted.

Latest projections from the 
Congressional Budget Office predict 
growth rates of our economy to be 
two thirds of what it has averaged for 
the last half century.

Is this the opportunity that big 
government can create “for citizens 
not born to privilege?”

Let’s recall that even the 
demographic category “Hispanic” 
is a purely political construction, 
devoid of any racial or ethnic reality, 
designed only for special interest 
lobbying.

Historian Paul Johnson, in his “A 
History of the American People,” 
relates how this category was created 
in the 1960’s through the lobbying 
efforts of “the Mexican-American 
Legal Defense and Education Fund, 
a powerful interest-group in alliance 

It is no accident that rhetoric about 
race has been ramping up at a time 
when racial politics can be the key 
determinant for control of the Senate 
this year.

At least three states—North 
Carolina, Louisiana, and Arkansas—
are red states with vulnerable 
Democrat Senators up for re-election 
that have large black populations.

Can racism really be as rampant in 
America as all the current rhetoric 
implies?

A Google search for “racism” 
will produce a long list of articles 
from the most recent week’s news 
claiming racism on issue after issue 
of national concern.

We need to dig deeper and 
give more careful thought about 
whether racism is as pervasive as 
all the rhetoric seems to imply or 
whether other factors are driving 
the problems that continue to plague 
non-white communities. And if 
so, perhaps all the rhetoric about 
race we’re hearing reflects more 

Democratic political operations than 
realities of America.

In important ways, American 
attitudes on race have changed 
dramatically.

According to Gallup, in 1958 only 
4 percent of Americans believed 
marriage between individuals of 
different races was acceptable. Today 
87 percent say interracial marriage is 
okay.

A society in which almost ninety 
percent of people believe it is just 
fine for individuals of different races 
to marry and have children together 
can hardly be called a racist society.

And, of course, a black man today 
sits in the White House serving his 
second term as president.

Granted, in 2012 the Republican 
candidate, Romney won 61 percent 
of the white vote. But 39 percent of 
whites voted for the black, Democrat 
candidate.

It turns out, as the Washington 
Post’s Chris Cillizza wrote last year, 
that in every presidential election 

since 1972, the average percentage 
white vote for the Democrat 
candidate was just about the same as 
what Obama got in in 2012 – around 
39 percent.

So a real headline about the 
election of our first black president 
was that race had hardly had any 
impact at all on voting patterns. 
The percentage of whites voting 
Republican was around the norm as 
was the percentage of whites voting 
for the Democrat. A black Democrat 
did not drive away white Democrats.

The Post’s Cillizza shows that the 
driving political reality of recent 
presidential elections has been the 
growing non-white percentage 
of the electorate and that most of 
these non-white Americans support 
Democrats.

In 1980, 88 percent of the 
electorate was white compared to 72 
percent in 2012.

In 1980, 23 percent of Democrat 
voters were non-white compared to 
44 percent in 2012. In 1980 4 percent 

racial Politics May Determine 
Who Controls Senate in 2015

of Republican voters were non-white 
compared to 11 percent in 2012.

The growing percentage of our 
voters is not white and they largely 
vote for Democrats.

If the key difference between the 
two parties is about big government 
versus limited government, much of 
what America’s future will look like 
will ride on whether Republicans can 
make any headway with non-white 
voters with a limited government 
message.

I believe there is much potential 
for doing so if Republicans would get 

down to the work that needs to be 
done.

Since the Civil Rights Act in 1964, 
black economic progress on average 
compared to the white population 
has been dismal. The gap in black 
household income compared to 
white household income has grown, 
average black household wealth 
as a percentage of average white 
household wealth has shrunk, and 
the percentage of black poverty has 
remained almost constant at three 
times greater than white poverty.

These realities reflect destructive 

big government policies that grip 
these communities. But Democrats 
who want to continue to sell these 
policies will continue on the racism 
message and claim that this is what 
limited government ideas are about.

Republicans need to get truth 
to black populations in these key 
vulnerable states. They need to 
hear about limited government 
reforms that will help them. This can 
determine who controls the Senate 
next year.

with the Democratic Party…”
Immigrants from over 20 countries 

fall under the heading “Hispanic.” 
What exactly is it that people from 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Spain, Cuba 
and Argentina have in common, 
other than the Spanish language?

It is the history of America that 
immigrants have come from around 
the world for the privilege of living 
free. All share a history of struggle, 
often discrimination at first for being 
different, but overcoming it all to 
become an American.

Native Americans and African 
Americans are the only groups that 
have different and unique histories. 
But those from Latin American 
countries are no different from all 
other American immigrants who 
came by choice for what this nation 
has to offer.

The best thing that Republicans 
can do for Hispanics, and for every 
American citizen, is to stand guard 
on America as a free country and 
land of opportunity.

The worse thing they can do is 
to pander to the welfare state left 
and put America’s most precious 
commodity, freedom, on the auction 
block to bid for Hispanic votes.

Fall 2014 | urbancure.org  98  urbancure.org | Fall 2014



Although I am not black, we both know that truth is color blind.  Thanks for being willing to take up the 
cause of freedom.  And always be joyful, never stop praying and be thankful in all circumstances (1 Thes 
5:16-18). -W.B.

Star, we love your ideas and you are just the right one to head this up.  You are smart and you persevere.  
May God bless your efforts.

-H.C. and L.C.

I read you faithfully.  You and Dr. Carson are two of my heroes—and you can make a difference in our 
country. Thank you for your courage, wisdom and dedication—Dr. Carson, too, and your team.

-M.I.

The problems you address have been formulated over a long line of lies taking several centuries to cultivate.  
So the turnaround is going to be painful and gradual, relatively speaking.  So please don’t give up hope.  
Americans like me are behind you and god will provide in His time and His way. -M.O.

I highly value you and the work you are doing.  You are doing what America needs...I will offer prayers to 
God to generously [fill] all your needs and the seeds of hope you sow will grow in the hearts of those you 
serve. -N.J.

I’ve held off writing to you till I was able to send you this amount because I love you and as an 89 year old 
Caucasian great-grandma want to be like you when I grow up.  You’re a real inspiration to a lot of us, Star.  
It’s tough, we know!  That’s why He chose you for this job. The money will come! -T.A.

I do know how government is ruining our Black people and communities—holding them back from being 
able to work and think for themselves.  I love what you are selflessly doing to get the word out to them 
every day. -C.M.

www.twitter.com/StarParker www.youtube.com/StarParkerforfreedomwww.facebook.com/StarParkerforfreedom
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Send your testimonials to:
starparker@urbancure.org  
with the subject line ‘Mail bag’

Black Community News (BCN), a Center for Urban Renewal and Education (CURE) blog, is a place 
for conservative Christians to discuss the issues of the day. BCN also addresses issues of race and 
poverty through principles of traditional values, limited government, and free markets.

Star Parker, the founder and President of CURE, is a syndicated columnist whose opinion reaches 
eight million readers every week. La Shawn Barber, BCN’s news editor, is a weekly columnist for 
Worldmag.com. Her work has appeared in the Washington Post, Washington Examiner, Christianity 
Today, Christian Research Journal, and other publications.

The issues we cover include immigration, the homosexual agenda, health care, and education. BCN 
plans to create a password-protected “Clergy’s Corner” that will feature preaching tips and other 
helpful resources as part of CURE’s pastor program.

Find your conservative news edge at: www.blackcommunitynews.com



BLIND
CONCEIT

Politics, Policy, and Racial Polarization:
Moving Forward to Save America

Star Parker

new e-book!  available at your favorite  
online bookstore november 15.


