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Who’s Who in the U.S. Cabinet?
With some much shuffling happening within the White House as the President continues to assemble the team you get a 

glimpse of the Good to Great book mantra- “getting the right people on the bus and then in the right seat”. As of July 31, 
2017 many cabinet positions have been filled at the primary level however, many deputy positions are still vacant due to lack 
of Senate confirmations. Here is a list of other cabinet-level staffing positions and who sits in the seat:

Jobs Report
With the current administration in place for six months , the country is seeing growth. Total payroll employment 

increased by 222,000 in June, and the unemployment rate was little changed at 4.4 percent, reported by the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. Employment increased in health care, social assistance, financial activities, and mining. Another 
interesting fact is that twenty-two percent of American men without college degrees have not worked at all in the last 12 
months, according to The Economist, and a small but significant number may have dropped out of the workforce entirely. 
That’s about 20 million unemployed U.S. men, of which 7 million aren’t even looking for work, the New York Times reported 
last year.

An Update on What’s Going 
on in Washington
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Nick Ayers Chief of Staff to The Vice President
Richard Baum (Acting) Director of National Drug 

Control Policy
Dan Coats Director of National Intelligence
Nikki Haley Ambassador to the United Nations
Timothy Harleth White House Chief Usher
John F. Kelly White House Chief of Staff
Marcia Lee Kelly Director, Office of Administration
Robert Lighthizer United States Trade Representative

H. R. McMaster Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs

Linda McMahon Agency Administrator, Small Business 
Administration

Mick Mulvaney Director, Office of Management and 
Budget

Mike Pompeo Director, Central Intelligence Agency
Scott Pruitt Administrator, Environmental Protection

Date Black 
Unemployment

White 
Unemployment

Asian American 
Unemployment

Hispanic 
Unemployment

Unemployment for 
Americans with a High 

School Degree Only

June 2017 7.1 3.8 3.6 4.8 4.6

June 2016 8.6 4.4 3.5 5.8 5.1

June 2010 15.2 8.6 7.4 12.3 10.6

June 2009 14.8 8.7 7.9 12.1 9.7
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irst, let me state how moved I am to stand here 
to celebrate Jerusalem Day and particularly, 
this year the 50th anniversary of the re-
unification of Jerusalem in 1967.

Why, as an African American Christian is 
this important to me?

First of all, Israel is the only free, democratic country 
in the Middle East, and based on their humble journey—
Israel is an example of what I address in my work as 
President of the Center for Urban Renewal and Education:

That if one will stay focused on freedom and personal 
responsibility, great things can happen.

The miraculous story of the return of Jews to Israel is a 
story of the Bible and building anew after horrible tragedy.

The civil rights movement was animated by the story of 
the liberation of Jews from slavery in Egypt. The civil rights 
movement was led by a Christian pastor and the story of 
“we shall overcome.”

The story of Moses going to Pharaoh saying “let my 
people go” inspired the civil rights movement.

I believe that black Americans today should continue 
the legacy of Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.—and take 

inspiration in the story of the re-unification of Jerusalem.
The story is of a people taking their fate in their own 

hands, after centuries of persecution, capped by the horrors 
of the holocaust, and rebuilding the Jewish nation of Israel.

They could not have done it without faith: without 
Biblical scripture that kept the Jewish people intact: 
And without resolve that Jews needed to take personal 
responsibility to rebuild their homeland—So they did.

And they created from ashes a magnificent, modern 
Jerusalem.

If there is one reason that peace still eludes the Middle 
East: It is the refusal of the Arab world to take similar 
responsibility for themselves.

Israel has been under siege since its founding in 1948.
Yet, under the constant shadow of war and terrorism, in 

just 69 years, Israelis have built a flourishing country, with 
per capita income on par with the industrialized countries 
of Europe.

In contrast, the Palestinians have allowed themselves to 
be immobilized by hatred and denial, insisting that their 
problems and suffering are because of others.

I have watched for years how this culture of victimhood 

Why we Support Israel  
and Our Embassy’s Relocation

Continued on Page 17

F

Star parker, Derek McCoy, Tim latiff 
addressing the Israel Allies Foundation’s 

Jerusalem Day Conference. other speakers 
included several Congressman and Senators.



There are now thousands of crisis pregnancy centers operating nationwide.  
More than 2,500 are affiliated with either Care Net or Heartbeat International. 

These organizations work with pregnant women in trouble and provide them the services they need to 
raise healthy children. They provide ultrasounds, parental counseling, life-management counseling, help 
with the physical needs of the mother and child and, if need be, help with adoption services.

Unwanted pregnancies often are the result of loneliness, fear and a lack of information. 
Crisis pregnancy centers deal with all this.

The left and its abortion-rights activists promote a culture that 
detaches sex from love and responsibility, that minimizes the central 
importance of family, that justifies youth sex, promiscuity and the 
“hook-up” culture. 

Then they want taxpayers, other people, to foot the bill.

Is it any wonder we are drowning in debt? It’s directly 
the result of this culture of entitlement.

Planned Parenthood rakes in hundreds 
of millions in the abortion business and 
actively discourages women from going to 
crisis pregnancy centers. On the Planned 
Parenthood website, they call these centers 
“fake clinics... (that) have a history of giving 
women wrong, biased information...”

These crisis pregnancy centers are financed 
and run by committed, altruistic Americans, 
where women, often for the first time in 
their lives, experience love and meaning. 
The information they get, which Planned 
Parenthood calls “wrong and biased,” is that 
life should be chosen over death and that 
responsibility is a community affair.

We should not settle for a country of 
promiscuity, unwanted pregnancies 
and abortion. We do have a choice. 

We can reprogram the destructive 
culture that we have created and in 
which we now live.

CRISIS pREgNANCY CENTERS
To find a crisis pregnancy center in your area please 

call 800-712-4357 or text “HELPLINE” to 313131
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ccess to a quality education shouldn’t 
depend on where you live, where you came 
from, or how much money you make.

As a mom who fought like heck to make 
sure my son was in the right schooling 
environment for him, I believe education is 

a basic American right that keeps our nation on the right 
track. 

But recent history has shown that public schools are 
increasingly segregated not just by race, but also by income. 
Families too often are forced to send their child to a default 
school, regardless of the quality of the education or the 
achievement level of their peers. It wasn’t supposed to be 
this way. 

The landmark Supreme Court case Brown vs. the Board 
of Education of Topeka—a unanimous decision that ended 
the deplorable “separate-but-equal” statutes that had been 
in place—turned 63 in May. In the 1960s and 1970s, 
the decision worked to integrate schools, especially as 
neighborhoods became more racially integrated.

But by the 1980s, while neighborhoods continued 
becoming more integrated, public schools went in the 
opposite direction.

Between 1970 and 2009, income-based segregation more 
than doubled, with the percentage of families residing 
either in “affluent” or “low-income” neighborhoods going 
from 15 percent to 33 percent.

When it comes to residential real estate, schools often 
wind up linked to property values. That means the price 
of renting or owning in a “good” district continues to rise, 
making economic integration an impossibility for many 
families. 

Worse, there are those who use the economic segregation 
of education to reverse the original intent of the justices in 
Brown.

Take, for example, the recent case of Gardendale, 

Alabama, a predominantly white suburb that’s attempting 
to separate itself from the much more diverse Jefferson 
County school district to which it belongs. 

A number of minority students from other parts of 
Jefferson County have taken advantage of intra-district 
school choice to attend school in Gardendale. Instead of 
embracing these students, families in Gardendale want to 
create their own district, and some have openly admitted 
their motivation is race-based.

The Jefferson County students may soon be denied the 
access to a quality education that we have repeatedly said 
defines our nation. 

The reality is that Brown didn’t get us where we need 
to be: It broke down barriers but failed to establish new 
pathways. That’s why I strongly believe that we must have 
a robust system of state-based educational choice if we ever 
intend to empower every K-12 student in America. 

School choice addresses the problem of deepening 
segregation in two ways: First, it uncouples the decisions 
about where to live and where to send children to school. 
Second, it allows schools to provide different educational 
offerings to different audiences, empowering families to 
choose schools based on what their students actually need.

If we truly want to desegregate our schools and promote 
academic achievement, here are three easy ways to get 
started:

First, enact universal school choice programs that allow 
all families to access the funds that are set aside by state 
governments to educate their students. Programs can be 
scaled to ensure greater access for lower-income and special 

Continued on 13

A

School Choice:  
the Fastest  
Track to 
Integration
By Virginia Walden Ford

CURE Issues that Matter
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his Atlantic story reveals how Americans lived 
100 years ago. (HT Warren Smith)  By the 
standards of a middle-class American today, 
that lifestyle was poor, inconvenient, dreary, and 
dangerous. (Only a few years later—in 1924—

the 16-year-old son of a sitting U.S. president would die of 
an infected blister that the boy got on his toe while playing 
tennis on the White House grounds.).

So here’s a question that I’ve asked in one form or 
another on earlier occasions, but that is so probing that I 
ask it again: What is the minimum amount of money that 
you would demand in exchange for your going back to live 
even as John D. Rockefeller lived in 1916? 21.7 million 2016 
dollars (which are about one million 1916 dollars)? Would 
that do it? What about a billion 2016—or 1916—dollars? 
Would this sizable sum of dollars be enough to enable you 
to purchase a quantity of high-quality 1916 goods and 
services that would at least make you indifferent between 
living in 1916 America and living (on your current income) 
in 2016 America?

Think about it. Hard. Carefully.
If you were a 1916 American billionaire you could, of 

course, afford prime real-estate. You could afford a home 
on 5th Avenue or one overlooking the Pacific Ocean or 
one on your own tropical island somewhere (or all three). 
But when you traveled from your Manhattan digs to your 
west-coast palace, it would take a few days, and if you made 
that trip during the summer months, you’d likely not have 
air-conditioning in your private railroad car.

And while you might have air-conditioning in your New 
York home, many of the friends’ homes that you visit—as 
well as restaurants and business offices that you frequent—
were not air-conditioned. In the winter, many were also 
poorly heated by today’s standards.

To travel to Europe took you several days. To get to 
foreign lands beyond Europe took you even longer.

Might you want to deliver a package or letter overnight 
from New York City to someone in Los Angeles? Sorry. 
Impossible.

You could neither listen to radio (the first commercial 
radio broadcast occurred in 1920) nor watch television. 
You could, however, afford the state-of-the-art phonograph 
of the era. (It wasn’t stereo, though. And—I feel certain—

even today’s vinylphiles would prefer listening to music 
played off of a modern compact disc to listening to music 
played off of a 1916 phonograph record.)  Obviously, you 
could not download music.

There really wasn’t very much in the way of movies for 
you to watch, even though you could afford to build your 
own home movie theater.

Your telephone was attached to a wall. You could not use 
it to Skype.

Your luxury limo was far more likely to break down 
while you were being chauffeured about town than is your 
car today to break down while you are driving yourself to 
your yoga class. While broken down and waiting patiently 
in the back seat for your chauffeur to finish fixing your 
limo, you could not telephone anyone to inform that person 
that you’ll be late for your meeting.

Even when in residence at your Manhattan home, 
if you had a hankering for some Thai red curry or 
Vindaloo chicken or Vietnamese Pho or a falafel, you 
were out of luck: even in the unlikely event that you 
even knew of such exquisite dishes, your chef likely 
had no idea how to prepare them, and New York’s 
restaurant scene had yet to feature such exotic fare. 
And while you might have had the money in 1916 
to afford to supply yourself with a daily bowl full of 
blueberries, even for the mighty-rich this expense was 
likely not worthwhile.

Your wi-fi connection was painfully slow—oh, wait, 
right: it didn’t exist. No matter, because you had 
neither a computer nor access to the Internet. (My 
gosh, there weren’t even any blogs for you to read!)

Even the best medical care back then was horrid 
by today’s standards: it was much more painful and 
much less effective. (Remember young Coolidge.)  
Antibiotics weren’t available. Erectile dysfunction? 
Bipolar disorder? Live with ailments such as these. 
That was your only option.

You (if you are a woman) or (if you are a man) your 
wife and, in either case, your daughter and your sister 
had a much higher chance of dying as a result of 
giving birth than is the case today. The child herself or 
himself was much less likely to survive infancy than is 

T

You Are Richer than  
John D. Rockefeller?
By Donald J. Boudreaux
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the typical American newborn today.
Dental care wasn’t any better. Your money didn’t buy you 

a toothbrush with vibrating bristles. (You could, however, 
afford the very finest dentures.)

Despite your vanity, you couldn’t have purchased contact 
lenses, reliable hair restoration, or modern, safe breast 
augmentation. And forget about liposuction to vacuum 
away the results of your having dined on far too many 
cream-sauce-covered terrapin.

Birth control was primitive: it was less reliable and far 
more disruptive of pleasure than are any of the many 
inexpensive and widely available birth-control methods of 
today.

Of course, you adore precious-weacious little Rover, but 
your riches probably could not buy for Rover veterinary 
care of the sort that is routine in every burgh throughout 
the land today.

You were completely cut off from the cultural richness 
that globalization has spawned over the past century. 
There was no American-inspired, British-generated 
rock’n’roll played on electric guitars. And no reggae. Jazz 

was still a toddler, with only a few recordings of it.
You could afford to buy the finest Swiss watches and 

clocks, but even they couldn’t keep time as accurately as 
does a cheap Timex today (not to mention the accuracy of 
the time kept by your smartphone).

Honestly, I wouldn’t be remotely tempted to quit the 
2016 me so that I could be a one-billion-dollar-richer me 
in 1916. This fact means that, by 1916 standards, I am 
today more than a billionaire. It means, at least given 
my preferences, I am today materially richer than was 
John D. Rockefeller in 1916. And if, as I think is true, 
my preferences here are not unusual, then nearly every 
middle-class American today is richer than was America’s 
richest man a mere 100 years ago. 

Donald Boudreaux is a senior fellow with the F.A. Hayek Program for 
Advanced Study in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics at the Mercatus 
Center at George Mason University, a Mercatus Center Board Member, 
a professor of economics and former economics-department chair at George 
Mason University, and a former FEE president.



Conservatism just makes sense,” says Dr. 
William B. Allen, author, university professor, 
minister, and past chairman of the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights (1988-89).

Political science became Allen’s life’s work in 
a decades-long journey unique to him, says Allen, just as 
every American follows an individual path to clarify his or 
her principles.

But Allen’s conservatism was not marked by an 
awakening from liberalism in “an about face like Ronald 
Reagan’s,” nor even one of starts and stops—but rather in 
continuous learning that unfolded from his roots as he took 
opportunities that came his way.

Individual Responsibility:  
“Hold Your Head Up, Boy”

The oldest of twelve children, Allen grew up in 
Fernandina Beach, Florida, the son of a Baptist preacher 
and a mother who frequently told him to “Hold your head 
up, boy.”

That admonition to be a change agent—not a 
victim—overrode prevailing sentiments among the black 
community in the 1950’s South. Combined with biblical 
faith, “Hold your head up, boy” shaped Allen’s deep 
sense of personal responsibility, one he took with him to 
Pepperdine College in Claremont, CA with the intent of 
studying medicine. There, challenged to participate in the 
civic process, Allen became politically active in the 1960 
and 1964 presidential elections.

“I started out planning to become a physician because 
I wanted to be able to do some good in this world,” says 
Allen. “I shifted into political science because I wanted to 
find out what is was to do good.” 

He gained further clarity of that call on his life at age 22 
during a political forum in San Francisco. Just prior to his 
presentation, Allen and his mentor heard physicist William 
Shockley argue the intellectual and social inferiority of 
black people. Allen’s mentor stood and challenged Shockley 
publicly.

For Allen, scheduled to speak just afterwards, the 
contrast was clear: one intellectual denied his worth, while 
another proclaimed it. “I had to pursue this further,” says 
Allen. “The price of my commitment to an idea is my 
understanding.”

Self-government: “There Is only 
one Real Issue Today”

What followed was an influential career as a political 
scientist, scholar, author, and public servant who has taught 
at a host of universities and has served on the National 
Council for the Humanities, as Director of Virginia’s 
Council of Higher Education, and on the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights (see sidebar.)

 For all his expertise as an authority in liberal arts 
education and conservative principles, Dr. Allen maintains 
there is but one main issue facing the United States today.

“Our nation is radically divided into two ways of 
thinking,” says Dr. Allen, citing the outcome of the 2016 
presidential election and the data in the Democracy Fund’s 
June 2017 report, “Political Divisions in 2016 and Beyond” 
by Lee Drutman. One camp, he says, maintains strong 
confidence in what government can do for them and a 
willingness to rely on government processes. The other side 
has little, if any confidence in government and declining 
confidence in themselves to self-govern.”

The real awakening needed in the country, says Allen, 
is an understanding of what it means to self-govern—
particularly for urban communities. A pro-responsibility 
agenda means that you are on your own, but you are not 
abandoned or alone.

opportunities: “Be Alert and  
Take Them”

Aware that opportunity is a conservative ideal, Allen has 
always been alert for opportunities to shape public thought 
no matter how subtle. In his role as Virginia’s executive 
director on the Council of Higher Education, he challenged 
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Dr. Allen has also edited such collections as George 
Washington: A Collection and The Essential Antifederalist 
and has published numerous scholarly articles on political 
philosophy and American political thought.

the College Board’s reference to “the racial gap” for black 
students by referring to it as “the achievement gap,” and 
moving educators to address the disparity. In 1980’s 
discussions about abortion with colleagues at the National 
Council on the Humanities, he explained why “unborn 
child” is the correct term rather than “fetus,” coining a 
phrase that has been pivotal in the pro-life debate.

It is for opportunity’s sake that though retired, Allen 
remains engaged in public life by spending his time in 

useful ways: serving on national and local boards, active 
in his home church, and maintaining a teaching schedule. 
“There is nothing more important than to be embedded in 
the community where you live,” says Dr. Allen.

He plans to continue his conservative journey “until my 
dying breath” by taking opportunities that come to him as 
a means to give voice to principles to influence others.

“I didn’t become conservative,” says Allen. “Rather, 
conservatism became me. It just makes sense.” 

William Barclay Allen, ph.D.
A Sampling of a Distinguished Career
 2008-2009: Villanova University, visiting senior  
  scholar
 2006-2007: Princeton University, visiting fellow
 1993-2006: Michigan State University, dean,  
  professor, administrator
 1998-1989: Executive Director of the State Council  
  of Higher Education for Virginia
 1988-1989: Chairman, U.S. Commission on Civil  
  Rights

 1987-1992: U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
 1983-1994: Harvey Mudd College, professor 
 1984-1987: National Council on the Humanities
 1972-1976: Harvey Mudd College, assistant  
  professor
 1971: American University, assistant  
  professor
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stark contradiction has emerged in recent 
days as America’s largest abortion provider 
attempts to preserve its access to the 
federal treasury. The Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America, a perennial bone of 

contention in Congress, is declining in size and scope, but 
not because of any decision Congress has yet rendered. The 
decline is occurring because women are voting with their 
feet—or, to be more precise, acting on their freedom to 
choose other health-care providers. 

By itself, the trend lines are clear. Planned Parenthood 
understandably wishes to downplay its role in carrying out 
abortions and harvesting the vital organs of the unborn 
for experimental uses. Equally understandably, it wishes 
at the same time to play up its role in providing services 
that most people see as beneficial or mainstream: cancer 
screenings, STD diagnosis and treatment, and provision 
of contraceptives. From time to time, the organization’s 
long history of leadership in movements for eugenics and 
population control has spurred controversy, and rightly so, 
but it is safe to say that Planned Parenthood’s national and 
international status in the vanguard of abortion promotion 
lies at the center of debate. 

On this front, the indicators are not in Planned 
Parenthood’s favor. An analysis by the Charlotte 
Lozier Institute of national data drawn from Planned 
Parenthood’s annual reports for the past decade shows a 
steady contraction of Planned Parenthood’s client base, 
services, and community presence. Between 2004 and 
2016, total cancer screenings at Planned Parenthood, 
including Pap smears, breast exams, and colposcopies (the 
organization does not perform mammograms), declined 
from more than 2 million per year to just under 634,000, 
a reduction of more than 70 percent. This change was 
influenced by changing screening protocols (for example, 

the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recommended in 
2012 that Pap smears for cervical cancer be conducted less 
frequently), but contraceptive provision was not subject to 
such influence. There, Planned Parenthood experienced 
a decline of more than 400,000 women seeking reversible 
contraception over the same time. 

The newly-released 2015–2016 Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America annual report shows that in terms 
of pregnancy outcomes, Planned Parenthood’s nearly 
exclusive focus on abortion continues. In 2015–16 the group 
carried out more than 328,000 abortions, an increase 
over the previous year and a figure that is one of the few 
“services” not to show decline. Meanwhile the provision of 
prenatal care sagged below 10,000 women, a reduction of 
more than 75 percent from 2009. Adoption referrals rose, 
but reported numbers are below 2,900. Unborn children 
identified at PPFA affiliate clinics still have a lower than 4 
percent chance of emerging alive.

In the past few weeks, Planned Parenthood has 
announced that a total of ten facilities in Wyoming, 
New Mexico, Colorado, and Iowa are closing. The lone 
remaining Planned Parenthood clinic in Wyoming will 
close this July. With only 480 patients in the most recent 
reporting year, the Wyoming clinic is seeing fewer than two 
women per day. In New Mexico, a blue state politically, 
three clinics are closing and patients are being transferred 
to other providers or Planned Parenthood clinics farther 
away, despite what a local news outlet called a financial 
“surge of support” in New Mexico.

Shaya Torres, a spokeswoman for the regional Planned 
Parenthood affiliate of which the closing clinics are a 
part, acknowledges that these facilities are seeing fewer 
patients. “The ones we are closing are definitely some of 
the ones where less people are going,” she says. Torres told 
the Albuquerque Journal on May 18 that the decline “was 

Planned Parenthood’s Annual 
Report: Abortions are Up, Prenatal 
Care is Down
Congress should move federal money to healthcare 
centers that don’t perform abortions
By Chuck Donovan

A

CURE Issues that Matter
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noticed after the Affordable Care Act went into effect” 
and Medicaid was expanded in New Mexico. “The ACA 
expanded the number of individuals who had insurance…
and of course we support that…It’s just such a changing 
environment,” Torres told the paper. 

In Iowa, four Planned Parenthood clinics are closing but 
there, organization officials blame Iowa state legislators 
who decided to reject federal family-planning funds and 
instead use state money for clinics that do not carry out 
abortions. The four Iowa clinics have offered chemical 
abortions in the past. The result will change who offers 
publicly-subsidized family planning in Iowa, but not the 
level of services, because Planned Parenthood clients 
will go to the new state-run locations. In Wyoming, 
Planned Parenthood officials themselves noted that they 
had contacted three local community health centers, all 
of which take walk-ins and accept Medicaid, to accept 
the clients Planned Parenthood’s closure will affect. 
Similar transfers took place in April, with the closure 
of five Planned Parenthood locations in the Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, area. 

All of this is occurring as total Planned Parenthood 

revenue from federal and state sources has been rising, not 
falling. The mixed explanations from Planned Parenthood 
officials (and other explanations critics might supply, like 
the notoriety Planned Parenthood continues to receive 
for its role in gruesome fetal-organ collection, as recent 
videos have exposed) may mask a straightforward truth: 
Inexpensive family planning is nearly ubiquitous, from 
drugstores, to free clinics, to community health centers, to 
doctors’ offices, and beyond. Planned Parenthood’s model 
belongs to a fading era of embattled radicalism, tied to 
other political agendas, including elective abortion all the 
way to term.

Women deserve better, and as community health 
centers continue to grow and more and more women have 
health insurance, they can find a wider range of care 
for themselves and for their families just down the road. 
Congress can and should accelerate this welcome transition 
in the coming budget battles. 

Chuck Donovan is the president of the Charlotte Lozier Institute, the 
education and research arm of SBA List. This article first appeared in 
National Review. Reprinted by permission.
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How many of you are here because you want 
to have a thriving, healthy marriage and build 
a family?” That is the question my wife and I 
ask participants when we lead marriage retreats 
for young adults. In response, every participant 

raises a hand.
Then we ask, “How many of you are here because you 

eventually want to get a divorce?” Nervous laughter and 
awkward shuffling fill the room, but never, in 10 years of 
retreats, has a participants answered “Yes” to that question.

Marriage has long been a part of the American dream. 
People have an innate understanding that healthy 
marriages build healthy lives and families. But the 
declining marriage rate shows that the dream is fading. As 
I interact with young couples and singles across the nation, 
I notice that they embrace a mistaken belief that a healthy 
marriage is either unattainable or unnecessary. This 
mistruth plays into two problematic attitude trends.

• “Marriage can wait.” The average age of marriage 
rose from 23.2 years in 1970 to 29.5 in 2016 for men 
and from 20.8 years in 1970 to 27.4 in 2016 for women. 

Couples delay getting married for a variety of reasons: 
finances, education, or simply because they “want to 
get myself together” before making a commitment, 
believing that marriage is unattainable at least for now.

• “Marriage is unnecessary.” Couples are increasingly 
disinterested in getting married at all. Consumed 
by single parenting, careers, or uncertainty about 
additional responsibilities. “All the things I expected 
marriage to confer—male companionship, close family 
ties, a house—I already had or were within reach,” 
says one single. In its place, 72 percent of Millennials 
think cohabitation is a good idea.

Yet conspicuously absent from the current mistruth 
(“marriage doesn’t work anymore”) are examples of lasting, 
healthy marriages. Hardly ever do you hear stories of 
couples like Denzel and Pauletta Washington, married 
more than 30 years, held up as role models. And what of 
the startling statistics about Americans who start a family 
without a marriage? Data show that healthy marriages and 
families are one of the best solutions to a thriving society 
and eradicating poverty.

“

CURE Issues that Matter

A Generation’s Dream of Marriage 
Reflects an Incomplete Truth
By Rev. Derek McCoy, Published in the Heritage Foundation’s Culture Index 2017
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In relinquishing the dream of a thriving, 
vibrant marriage, couples miss at least two 
additional important realities:

• Healthy marriages and a strong family 
life are deterrents to poverty. Just over 
one in four poor families in the U.S. 
consist of a married couple and children. 
Three out of four families in poverty are 
led by singles or unmarried.

• Healthy marriage is better for children. 
A married, two-parent family reduces 
the probability of child poverty by 82 
percent.

In other words, while the declining 
marriage rate reflects an almost tunnel-vision 
belief that “marriage isn’t working,” it is an 
incompletely informed belief.

The facts show that marriage is a potent 
incubator for stronger families, children, finances, and 
futures, pointing to an overwhelming opportunity for 
cultural leaders, policymakers, community influencers, 
and Americans generally to share the whole truth about 
marriage, including the truth about the challenges that 
often come with starting a family without a marriage.

Not long ago, Americans nationwide embraced the 
dream of building a healthy life, believing that the best 
strategy was to get married, have children, instill them with  

values, and release them to use their unique creativity to 
build to a better world. That dream has been clouded and 
is fading fast, but how might this generation shift their 
attitude if they were fully informed?

They might actually dream a new dream—and live it. 

Rev. Derek McCoy is Executive Vice President of the Center for 
Urban Renewal and Education (CURE).

needs families, but universality helps erode non-economic 
barriers and makes sure all families have shared interests in 
the sustainability of these programs.

Second, work with education providers, community 
groups, policymakers and other stakeholders to promote 
accountability and prevent fraud using a common-sense 
system of checks and balances.

Finally, make sure families are aware of and understand 
the schooling options available to their students, including 
information available in multiple languages, outreach from 
community groups and services to help with application 
forms along with other administrative support. 

We know this approach works. State-based choice 
programs across America have been proven to improve 
academic outcomes, raise parental satisfaction and produce 
more civic-minded, tolerant students.

As Congress asks Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos 
about the Trump administration’s education budget, 
Members should consider the importance of school choice 
policies made at the local and state level as opposed to 
being dictated by the federal government.

Two decades ago, as a single mom trying to find the best 
educational fit for my kids, I didn’t know where to turn. My 
son was only able to access a great education because he 
received a private scholarship that paid his private school 
tuition. I know how drastically different—and worse—his 
life would be without that education.

When the Supreme Court unanimously decided on 
Brown more than six decades ago, the justices surely didn’t 
anticipate desegregation followed by intense re-segregation 
and self-segregation. 

Until the system of haves and have-nots, historically and 
presently defined by race and money, is upended, American 
K-12 education will continue to exist as a separated, 
unequal enterprise.

True school choice—making sure all students can get 
in where they fit in—will help solve the K-12 integration 
dilemma. 

Virginia Walden Ford is a K-12 education advocate who founded  
D.C. Parents for School Choice in 1998. This article first appeared 
in The Hill. Reprinted by permission.

School Choice Continued from 5
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hat is feminism? If you asked people on 
the street, the most common response 
is “equality.” Yet at the darkened 
heart of today’s faux feminism, there 
is no equality because it is violently 

hostile to Life. You can dress it up in all the pink banners, 
euphemisms, and #ShoutYourAbortion tweetfests that 
you’d like, but the truth can’t be hashtagged over. Without 
Life, there is no equality.

How many times must we go around this human value 
merry-go-round? You can’t diminish and destroy any part 
of the human family and expect humanity to rise. Fannie 
Lou Hamer understood this. It was why she was so “sick 
and tired of being sick and tired.” She fought against a 
society that claimed “land of the free, home of the brave” 
yet too few were brave enough to stand up against a system 
of injustice that rendered part of the human family, less 
than human. Hamer, an unapologetically pro-life adoptive 
mother , denounced abortion as a form of genocide . She 
declared in a 1964 speech: “The truth is the only thing 
going to free us.”

Amen.
By the way, Senator Cory Booker’s recent absurd defense 

of Planned Parenthood (bizarrely comparing pro-abortion 
“feminists” to the courageous WWII soldiers who gave 
their lives to storm and take over Normandy Beach) was 
historically-challenged. He mistook Hamer’s famous “sick 
and tired” quote as Sojourner Truth’s words. Pro-abortion 
politicians like Booker will contort and distort anything to 
justify the slaughter of millions in this country by a billion-
dollar abortion industry. Pro-slavery politicians did the 
same to defend the institution of slavery which barbarically 
treated another group of humans as dispensable property.

“I have borne thirteen children, and seen most all sold 
off to slavery, and when I cried out with my mother’s 
grief, none but Jesus heard me! And ain’t I a woman?” 
These words , which were from Sojourner Truth, show 
the mourning of a woman whose children were forcibly 
ripped away from her to profit an industry. How much 
more tragic, today, that children are ripped apart within 
and from their mothers in order to profit an industry? 

Modern (counterfeit) feminism preaches victimhood while 
celebrating violence against the actual victims.

Millions of women, however, defy this broken worldview. 
And I am honored to work with so many who elevate 
human dignity by defending the weakest among us. My 
amazing wife, Bethany Bomberger, is a powerful example 
to our four children as she dedicates her life to cherishing 
mothers and their children. These are remarkable women, 
mostly ignored by #fakenews media, but those who have 
helped to save millions of lives over the years. There is no 
way to provide an exhaustive list, but I wanted to highlight 
a handful in these “Not You” memes.

Thank you all for fighting for human rights. Learn 
more about and be inspired by these pro-life women who 
fight for the most basic human right: Lila Rose (President, 
Live Action), Obianuju Ekeocha (Founder, Culture of 
Life Africa), Jeanne Mancini (President, March for Life), 
Star Parker (Founder, Center for Urban Renewal & 
Education), Kristan Hawkins (President of Students for Life 
of America), Marjorie Dannenfelser (President, Susan B. 
Anthony List), Dr. Donna Harrison (President, American 
Association of Pro Life OB-GYNs), Dr. Alveda King 
(Founder, Civil Rights for the Unborn). Cecile Richards, 
President of Planned Parenthood, is the ‘Not You’ 
figure. Can’t wait for her to experience a soul-changing 
transformation and become the one fighting for human 
rights, instead of aborting them.

Thank you all for exposing violence of abortion. “All 
abortion is violence.” This declaration is from the co-
founder of NARAL ProChoice America, the late Dr. 
Bernard Nathanson. These female pro-life champions—
journalists, bloggers, speakers—do the job that mainstream 
media refuses to do; they tell the truth. We wouldn’t 
know much about the abortion industry if it weren’t 
for: Sandra Merritt (Undercover Journalist, Center for 
Medical Progress), Cheryl Sullenger (Senior Vice President, 
Operation Rescue), Ann Scheidler, (Vice President, Prolife 
Action League), Katy Yoder ( Journalist, Media Research 
Center), Michelle Malkin (Author/Journalist & Founder 
of Twitchy.com), Stephanie Gray (International Speaker, 
Must-See Talks at Google), Jill Stanek (Nurse/Blogger/

W
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The Couragous Pro-Life Women 
Who Fight for Real Equality
By Ryan Scott Bomberger
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n June, Dr. Eric Wallace continued his efforts to 
highlight the need and influence of leaders by 
conducting the “Black Conservative Leadership 
Summit” on the State of the Black Family, convening 
a group of black conservative scholars and leaders, 

in our nation’s capital, gathered from across the country 
to discuss issues of importance to the black community 
was organized by Eric M. Wallace, PhD, Co-Founder and 
President of the Freedom’s Journal Institute.

The purpose in gathering this august group of scholars, 
pastors, activists, and researchers was to examine and 
discuss the state of the Black family since the release of 
the often criticized, yet eerily prophetic report issued by 
the U.S. Department of Labor known as The Moynihan 
Report [The Negro Family: The Case for National Action circa 
1965].

Written in 1965 by sociologist Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
who served as Assistant Secretary of Labor during the 
Johnson administration, the Moynihan Report argued 
that the emerging phenomena of black single mother 
led families, at the time of the report about 23%, would 
become increasingly detrimental to the black community; 
and would inevitably lead to increased poverty, political 
weakness, and other devastating social ills.

At the time of Wallace’s Washington, D.C. BCS 
Leadership Initiative, and fifty-two years after the release 
of Moynihan’s dire warning, the out of wedlock birth rate 
among Black Americans has skyrocketed to an almost 
unbelievable 72% as of 2015.

As pointed out by several presenters at the BCS, this 
unprecedented out of wedlock birth rate can be directly 
correlated with the rise in poverty, violent crimes, gang 
activity, and mass male incarceration that is currently 
destroying the black community. Furthermore, these 
findings are consistent with what Senator Moynihan 
warned in his report would most likely transpire in the 
black community if black fatherlessness continued to 

proliferate.
Likewise, in explaining his personal motivation for 

organizing the most recent BCS Leadership Initiative, 
and branding it under the Black Families Matter banner, 
Dr. Wallace stated: “It has been clear for a very long time that 
gang violence in the inner cities, especially in cities like Chicago, 
are a consequence of one parent households; and to be more specific, 
fatherless households.”

In addition, Wallace insists: “For us to effectively address 
community issues such as gang violence, crime, abortion, and school 
drop outs, we need to first address the dysfunctions of our families, 
which continue to adversely affect our children. If Black Lives 
Matters, as one group has insisted, then black families must also 
matter enough that we would be willing to do whatever is necessary to 
strengthen them.”

The Washington D.C. gathering found almost 
unanimous agreement from the faculty of presenters, 
whose combined years of expertise and research resulted 
in the conclusion that, among other things: “The state of the 
black family in America in 2017 is critical, and without immediate 
intervention, both divine and political; the black community will 
continue to crumble in on itself until it is utterly destroyed.”

BCS participant Star Parker of the Coalition for Urban 
Renewal and Education (CURE) pointed out that: “marriage 
is the number one weapon in the war against poverty in America. 
In the United States, marriage decreases the probability of child 
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has locked low income black Americans in a self-destructive 
cycle of dependency and poverty.

The similarities between American black liberals and 
Muslim Palestinians is striking.

Their similar story is to view their lives in political 
terms—blaming others for their condition, and refusing to 
accept the reality of the Jewish state.

Let me note however that this has not been the case of 
the Christian Arabs in Israel.

All across the Arab countries in the Middle East, 
Christians are being purged and persecuted: Brutally 
murdered but not in Israel.

In Israel, Christian Arabs are educated and employed.

It is worth noting that Christian Arabs are one of the 
most educated groups in Israel.

In 2014, despite constituting only 2.1 percent of the 
population in Israel, they represented 17 percent of 
university students in Israel.

As Israel is an example of faith and freedom, vision 
and hard work—to poor people and victims of tragedy all 
around the world:

Today, I urge President Trump to follow through on his 
campaign promise to move the American embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem—Israel’s capital city—as a statement 
of moral clarity for those around the world that need hope 
and light the most. 

Support Israel and American Embassy Move Continued from 3

The Couragous pro-life Women Continued from 14

poverty by 80%. Understanding that, the obvious answer to reducing 
black poverty is strengthening the black family; and that must be 
accomplished not only through changed behavior among blacks, but 
also through government policy.”

Former President Barack Obama once said: “But if we are 
honest with ourselves, we’ll admit that way too many fathers also are 
missing—missing from to many lives and too many homes. They have 
abandoned their responsibilities, acting like boys instead of men, and 
the foundations of our families are weaker because of it.”

In 2017 black America we say: “First comes attraction, then 
comes sex. A baby and government dependency is what happens next.”

This must be reversed!  

Excerpts taken from recap article by Pastor Ceasr LeFlore. To see full 
article, visit freedomsjournalinstitute.org/latest-news/family/black-
families-matteror-not.

National Campaign Chair, Susan B. Anthony List), and 
Catherine Davis (Speaker/Co-Founder, The National Black 
Prolife Coalition). MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow, a recipient 
of Planned Parenthood’s annual Margaret Sanger Award, 
is the ‘Not You’ figure. She represents what mainstream 
media has devolved into—opinionists who get awarded 
by the nation’s largest abortion chain to shill for the 
billion-dollar business. May she be liberated from her own 
confusion and embrace the only Truth that sets us free.

Thank you all for freeing women from abortion. Prolife 
women span the spectrum of backgrounds—adoptive 
moms, former Planned Parenthood Directors, lawyers, OB-
GYNs, authors, abortion survivors, pregnancy help center 
and maternity home directors and more—many of them 
are history makers. Get to know these pro-life women who 
rescue others from the injustice of abortion: Dr. Fred Bush 
(President, Medical Institute for Sexual Health), Catherine 
Glenn Foster (President, Americans United for Life), Judie 
Brown (Founder/President, American Life League), Carol 
Tobias (President, National Right to Life Committee), 
Day Gardner (Founder/President, National Black Prolife 

Union), Gianna Jessen (Abortion Survivor, Inspirationalist), 
Abby Johnson (Founder/President, And Then There 
Were None), Peggy Hartshorn (Founder/President of the 
Board, Heartbeat International). Faux feminist icon, Gloria 
Steinem, is the ‘Not You’ figure. Maybe one day, instead of 
boasting “I had an abortion”, she’ll tell the world “I had an 
awakening”.

Saint Teresa of Calcutta powerfully expressed, back 
in February of 1994: “The greatest destroyer of love and 
peace in the world is abortion.” These pro-life women, 
from so many different walks of life, love people enough 
to speak the truth and invest their time, money, and 
hearts into the lives of the vulnerable. They, daily, endure 
the ridicule from the liberal news media, academia, and 
entertainment establishments. But many, around the globe, 
can thank them for their persistence, their compassion, 
their leadership...for even saving their lives. The courage 
of these leaders is inspiring and serves as a great restorer of 
love and peace in a world that’s been fooled into thinking 
the violence of abortion is equality. 
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CURE’s Summit teaches pastors strategies to fight poverty in their 
communities and seeks to break the monopoly of liberalism in the black 
community by providing access to training and educational material.

•	 Seminars	from	top	policy	experts

•	 Briefings	from	Members	of	Congress

•	 Book	signings	and	Q&A	sessions

•	 Tour	of	Washington,	DC’s		
historic	sites

•	 Nationwide	pastor		
networking	opportunities

•	 Exposure	to	conservative	solutions	to	
poverty

•	 Partner	with	CURE’s	nationwide	anti-
poverty	initiative

•	 Welcome	reception	with	Star	Parker	
and	CURE	Staff

Pastors, get your community involved in Washington, DC! 
CURE is now accepting applications for our internship program.  

Please send resume and a 500-word writing sample to contact.cure@urbancure.org. 

ClERgy	NETWoRk		
yoUTh	INTERNShIP		
oPPoRTUNITy

For more information or to support or sponsor please contact 
CURE’s Clergy Relations Manager, Tim Latiff,  

at tim@urbancure.org or 202-479-2873.
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CURE In the News

Rev. Derek McCoy and Star with Billy 
graham’s daughter, Anne graham lotz, 
at the Israeli Embassy.

Rev. McCoy met with Bishop Vincent 
Matthews, International president of 
World Missions for Church of god in 
Christ, at the AIMS Conference in NC.

Star parker receiving the 2017 Summit 
New Worlds Award in Milwaukee, WI.

Rev. Derek McCoy with Alveda King 
and the little Sisters of the poor at 
the White House.

Star with Congressman louie 
gohmert at an Endowment for Middle 
East Truth (EMET) event.

pastor Tim latiff on the panel for the Black 
Conservative Summit in DC.

Rev. Derek McCoy hosting a Clergy 
Roundtable luncheon with CURE’s National 
Clergy Network’s newest members in DC.

Rev. Derek McCoy and pastor Tim latiff with Maryland 
State Senator (and Bishop) Anthony Muse at a pastor’s 
meeting in the DC area.

Star speaking at the Christian Values 
Summit in lubbock, Texas.
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CURE MAIlBAg
What People are Saying about CURE

Send your testimonials to: contact.cure@urbancure.org  
with the subject line ‘mail bag.’

I read your 6/3/17 column about the Trump budget in my local newspaper, The High Point 
Enterprise. Great observations. Too bad your column is not in The New York Times and The 
Washington Post! Keep up the good work.

–David Ogren

Bravo! Your column appeared out of nowhere in our local newspaper several months ago. 
You are a credible messenger who gives hope that someone in media can see that things 
need to change.

–Mike Miller

You are dead on about your perceptions. So much of what you say should be common sense. 
I’ve watched Europe march towards socialism for decades and we are starting to feel it here. 
The Left gets its goals accomplished by total control of our educational system.

–David Koffler

Just want to say how much I enjoyed your article on OneNewsNow explaining why Trump 
should move U.S. embassy to Jerusalem. I totally agree with you. Thank you for what you do.

–Elizabeth R. Fornes

This country needs more people like you—those who are willing to be objective and honest 
in the assessment of the state of our republic. As an engineer, I appreciate how you educate 
our citizens. Keep up the good work!

–Bill Allain

The first time I heard you speak, I was so inspired and enthusiastic that I had to learn more.  
Your message resonates truth and truth indeed sets people free. Prosperity for black 
Americans—for any American—comes from shared values and work ethic, not from the hands 
of government.  God bless your efforts!

–James Day

Let me express gratitude for all the good you do. For what it is worth, thank you! 
–Leah Johnson

I have read your articles for over five years and am happy to learn of your growing commitment 
to the cause of delivering the black people from social slavery. Whites are enslaved, too. I 
believe CURE is a program I can happily support. Keep up the good fight.

–Robert Adams



Biblical community
applied to health care

* As of November 2016

Christians helping Christians with their health care

For more than twenty years, Samaritan Ministries’ members have 
been sharing one another’s medical needs, without using health 
insurance, through a Biblical model of community among believers. 
Samaritan members share directly with each other and do not share 
in abortions and other unbiblical practices. 

Come see what our members are saying and start your own 
Samaritan story today at: mysamaritanstory.org

• More than 63,000 families 
(over 208,000  individuals)*

• Sharing over $23 million* in 
medical needs each month

• The monthly share has never 
exceeded $495 for a family 
of any size*

samaritanministries.org   888.268.4377
  facebook.com/samaritanministries

  twitter.com/samaritanmin



B l a c k 
c o m m u n i t y 
n e w s
Connecting	Urban	Communities		

to	Conservative	Ideas

Black Community News is a CURE news site 
that focuses on black conservative Christians 
to offer an online news alternative. We feature 
weekly columns from syndicated writers, 
regular contributors, and daily blog posts 
authored by CURE news editor, LaShawn 
Barber. 

We seek to engage African Americans on social 
media to discuss timely and pressing headline 
and policy issues affecting their communities 
and interests. The issues we cover include: 
race, politics, abortion, immigration, the 
homosexual agenda, foreign policy, health 
care, education, and welfare matters such as 
housing, food stamps, unemployment, and 
veteran affairs.

Launched only in 2014, Black Community 
News has over 130,000 page views per 
month (1 million viewers annually), over 
43,000 Facebook likes, and over 500 Twitter 
followers. In 2014, Black Community News 
quickly moved into the number two slot when 
searching for black news.

facebook.com/BlackCommunityNews  twitter.com/yourBCN 

Subscribe now at
www.blackcommunitynews.com

DoN’T FoRgET To iNviTE yoUR CoNgREgaNTS,  
FRiENDS, aND FaMiLy To SUBSCRiBE aLSo!


