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I am McKinley Jo Gunther.  I’ll turn 18 

on May 4th (Star Wars day!) I attended 

Promontory for 7th grade the first year 

it opened. I did not get to finish 8th 

grade there because my family moved 

to Riverton, so I’m graduating from Ri-

verton High. I definitely miss all my 

friends and classmates from the old 

days - Mrs. Farrer’s crew and Class B. I 

am pretty much a weirdo. I like to say 

I’m a puzzle made of too many pieces. I 

like to sing, dance, act, write, draw, 

watch movies, watch Youtube, read, 

and be outside on overcast days.  I am a 

nerd: I love Lord of the Rings, Sherlock, 

Merlin, [the good] Transformers, Teen-

age Mutant Ninja Turtles, and of 

course, Star Wars.  I also love animals 

and have owned horses, goats, chick-

ens, pigeons, and my family now has a 

little dog grooming and doggy daycare 

business. I make it a daily goal to make 

someone laugh at my jokes.  

My goals are to go to college, have 

a career in something I enjoy, and 

find myself a good hubby. Consid-

ering how many things I am inter-

ested in, I am still unsure on what I 

should pursue. I would like to con-

tinue doing theatre and musical 

theatre, as it is what I have done 

the most since moving.  I’d also 

love to be a writer on the side. 

Then again, I also could be a good 

vet since I spend so much time with 

animals. But there I go again being 

indecisive. When I do decide what 

to do, I hope to be happy, success-

ful, and laughing. Because life is 

better when you are laughing!  

My after-school hours are occupied 

by rehearsals.  In middle school, I 

played Pepper in Annie. In high 

school, I competed in region and 

state competitions in drama and the 

Shakespeare Festival.  This year I 

made it into an audition-only class: 

Music Dance Theatre.  I am current-

ly playing the Beggar Woman in the 

musical Sweeney Todd.  When I fi-

nally get home at night, I am the 

one in charge of caring for my many 

animals by feeding, watering, and 

loving on them. They are all my ba-

bies and they always make me hap-

py when I’m having a bad day.  
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Extracurricular 

Of course, my extracurricular 

activity after school is Theatre. 

Whether it’s a school produc-

tion or not, my excuse for not 

being home a lot is because 

I’m at rehearsal. I’ve been in a 

lot of shows from 8th-12th 

grade: Little Mermaid Jr, An-

nie Jr, Alice in Wonderland Jr, 

Shrek the Musical, Mary Pop-

pins, Tarzan the musical, Jo-

seph and the Amazing Techni-

color Dreamcoat, The Music 

Man, Baby with the Bath-

water, Les Miserables, Cinder-

ella, MDT Broadway Revue, 

Love/Sick, and Sweeney Todd. 

I also was costume co-

manager for Shakespeare’s 

Midsummer Night’s Dream—

that was long and stressful! I 

am directing my own show for 

Theatre 4— 

The Brothers Grimm Spectac-

ulathon.  

Accomplishments 
Promontory 

Memory 

I am proudest of my accom-

plishments in my singing. I real-

ly grew and improved my voice 

more in Musical Theatre than in 

a simple choir class. I got better 

and earned myself positions in 

shows and classes for my senior 

year, which has been my best 

year yet.  

I not only improved in my sing-

ing abilities, but I developed 

acting skills as well. Performing 

on stage has really helped me 

become more confident in 

speaking my mind and sharing 

my abilities and what I love to 

do.  

I have many good memories 

from Promontory. One day in 

Mr. Wallis’ class, all we did 

was listen to him and each 

other tell funny stories. We 

didn’t do anything except 

bond that day. During the Val-

entine’s Dance, Mr. Rob just 

started breakdancing in 

the  middle of a mosh pit, 

which is probably the coolest 

thing I’ve seen any of my 

teachers do. There are plenty 

of memories of all of us play-

ing “capture the ball“ and 

“throw ball” (don’t remember 

the exact name) like it was an 

intense battle of good and 

evil.  



Fieldwork and 
Expeditions 

There were a lot of fun memo-
ries out doing fieldwork. I ab-

solutely loved the camping trip 
we had. Our location was gor-
geous and I even wrote a po-
em about it while up there. 
And I loved going out to the 

Bird Refuge to see the beauti-
ful birds and make the auto 

tour for the refuge. I don’t re-
member which gardens we 

visited to study for our student
-designed gardens, but this 

happened during lunch. It was 
late January or early February, 
so there was still some snow. 

There was a small patch in the 
middle of the area where lots 
of us were jumping into. All of 
the sudden, Mr. Rob just flops 

down into the snow, com-
pletely flat and face first. It 

was such an intense jump that 
when he pulled himself out, 
his nose was detailed in the 

snow. I’ll never forget that hi-
larious moment! 

Promontory School helped me 

push forward with creativity, in-

dividuality, and the ability to 

have enjoy what I’m doing.  No 

school will ever be as fun and 

adventurous as Promontory, but 

it definitely helped me become 

more relaxed with others and 

able have fun with them.  It also 

helped me enjoy nature more 

and become more educated in 

science and details like different 

kinds of plants. I know that 

doesn’t sound like much in terms 

of my future success, but this 

place did give me a better per-

spective of important things. And 

perspective is very important.  

Promontory Tools 
for Success 

Some advice I’d give is that no 

matter where you go, nothing will 

be the same as Promontory. No 

step forward is the exact same as 

the one you’ve just finished taking. 

And it isn’t easy to enter new terri-

tory you’ve never explored before. 

For example, I moved to a new 

town I had never seen before and 

had only my siblings as company at 

school. And middle school sucked 

compared to the fun I had at Prom-

ontory. But if you take in the new 

environment and make new friends 

along the way, the new level of 

schooling you enter will be easier 

to get through. And remember to 

always have fun and find enjoy-

ment in what you want/need to do. 

(Don’t worry, high school will be 

better than middle school.) Re-

member, the fire burning inside of 

you burns brighter than the fire 

around you, so have courage to 

face the flames.  
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