
 

FREE SAT TUTORING PROGRAM PROVIDED @ CHINATOWN SERVICE 

CENTER 

Statistically, the Los Angeles Chinatown neighborhood is categorized as a Concentrated Poverty Neighborhood 

(CPN), which is defined as a “severely diminished living environment” with a “reduced quality of life”.  However, to the 

residents of Chinatown, it’s a literal place of substance: where Chinese and American cultures collide.  With written 

Chinese signs throughout, colorful Chinese décor, and loudly spoken Mandarin and Cantonese, the residents are 

comforted and familiar in their common ethnic roots and identity.   

In addition, Chinese American traditions and cultures produce an atmosphere of unity within the community. 

Thus, it is difficult to label such a significant and personal area under the callous definition of a Concentrated Poverty 

Neighborhood.   

For many years the Chinatown Service Center has provided much needed programs to the residences of 

Chinatown, including an active Youth Program.  With the joint efforts of Dedicated to Learning, non-profit organization, 

Chinatown Service Center now provides free SAT tutoring for High School Junior and Sophomore students.  The goal is 

to prepare these students for the 2018 Fall SAT exam. 

The need for the SAT Tutoring Program was obvious: statistically, youths in Chinatown face much greater 

challenges, as compared with other students vying for college admissions.  There is a general disparity between the SAT 

scores of students living in affluent neighborhoods versus impoverished neighborhood students, primarily due to the 

abundance and availability of purchasable prep courses, materials and individualized tutors.   

A typical internet search reveals more than 60 SAT tutoring services in the first 6 pages of results; however, none 

are based in the Chinatown area.  These tutoring services also tend to focus and market to students from certain cities 

and High Schools.  Geographically, SAT tutoring services are thriving businesses in more affluent neighborhoods, with 

Beverly Hills, Cerritos, Alhambra, San Marino, Arcadia, Temple City, Diamond Bar, and Santa Monica, being examples of 

cities with multiple SAT tutoring businesses. 

According to the California Department of Education Analysis, Measurement, and Accountability Reporting: in the 

Los Angeles Unified School District (which includes Chinatown), the 2014 to 2015 average SAT score was 1309 out of 

2400; meanwhile in the Walnut Unified School District of the San Gabriel Valley, for example, the average SAT score was 

1729 out of 2400 in the same year. To put into prospective, the range of SAT scores for the freshmen class of 2015 at 

UCLA was 1940 to 2240 (out of 2400).   

In the Chinatown area, educational attainment of the local population is another concern.  According to a five year 

survey conducted in 2011, a whopping 51% of the Chinatown total population lacks a high school diploma, and only 28% 

have some form of professional degree, lagging behind the 55% of the Los Angeles County population that has a college 

degree. Furthermore, of the 28% of the Chinatown population that has a college degree, some are professionals 

conducting business in Chinatown and did not actually attend school in the Chinatown area, suggesting that the collegiate 

population that was raised in Chinatown is actually lower than 28%. 

In an attempt to bridge the gap, the Chinatown Service Center aims to allow Chinatown students a better chance 

at an university education and also boost the overall educational attainment statistic of the population by providing means 

to prepare for arguably one of the most important exams of a student’s High School career: the SAT.  

Students have been attending the Tutoring Program since September 23, 2017.  Currently, there are over 35 

students who have signed up and attending the Program every Saturday.  The students are provided with instructional 

lessons, take sample SAT tests almost every Saturday, and are taught the strategies to scoring high on the SAT. 

We also take this opportunity to solicit for donations for the 2018-2019 Tutoring Program.  For students to attend 

in 2018, please contact the Chinatown Service Center.  For donating opportunities to the Tutoring Program, please 

contact our Director of Youth Center at (213) 808-1717. 


